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Notice 


The attached document contains classified National Security Council 
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by 
law. 

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you 
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with 
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document. 

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and 
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with 
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any 
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein. 
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the white house 

WASHINGTON 


TOP SECRET 


July 4, 1982 


national SECURITY DECISION 

DIRECTIVE NUMBER 42 


n^ TnMtT - SPACE PQLIC ^ (u) 


i. 


TNTRODUCTIQN and P RINCIPLES (u) 


- — . 

This directive establishes nata °'J, a ^ nd °related activities; 
, t Q f united States space program ca nd 54 f as well 

trfSersedes Presidential directives' -/^directive 
ts National Security guidance contained an 

is consistent with and augment! Orders, and law. The decision 
existing directives, executive broad framework and 

S£i£et in thi s directive provide the^ro^ ^ conduct of 

the basis for the commitments ne= ess * 

United States space programs. 


Unitea -r - . .. _ fnture 

The Space Shuttle is to be a major^factor in^ conti 
evolution of United st3t ? a ® pa ^ e P nttionai security and civil 

to foster cooperation between th^ ffective use of national 

efforts to ensure efficient a^ 0 f ^h e manned Space 

resources. Specif i-cally* *o to understand tftter 

Shuttle, will provide the opport to incr ease the 

and evaluate the role °^ ma d to P eX pand knowledge of th 
utility of space programs, and to e p 
space environment, (u) 


The basic goals of United (S) ^a^tain 

(a) strengthen the s ®^|ership* (c) obtain economic and 
United States space leadership, ^ploitation of space; 

Uniters tates U private-sector investment^and^ ^ 

enhance the security and weira 
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««sirss s*s 1 &'Es;r»;as.rsr* “ 

Sa for the benefit of activities in 

;^“f^SSi“tcSity aid other goals. (C 

B. The United States 

by any nation over averts ^ny liS“tions on the funda- 
mental right to acquire data from spac . { 

C. The United States considers the^space^sy ^ passage 

any nation to be national P*°P® r J[ thou t interference. Purposeful 
StlrlerSce°SiS t spale 1 'systems shall be viewed as an infringemen 
upon sovereign rights. (U) 

D. The United stat ®® b ?"°|^^ e | e chnology, C a^ e systems 
exploitation of space S2efit These activities must be 
fons?SSnrii^Son b a Tslfuritf concerns, treaties, and 
international agreements. W 

E. The United States will condu =? ^^“suMicient 

SuSSi^o^ornStona! security benefits 
for the nation. (U) 

_ TTr,^a states space program will comprise three 

sepa/aU.^sSn^d^rongly L-acting sectors - _ 
Military,. national Foreign ^ e ^^ t [ on exchange will be 
coordination, cooperat ' to avo id unnecessary duplx- 

maintained among theae a | sectors will operate under 

cation. All programs “ technology and data and 

that^promote^acceptance and legitimacy of United States 
space activities. (S) 

G. The United States Space fo^both 3 national 

(STS) is the primary space iaunch system xo 

security and eloped to meet appropriate n^ional. 

and capncxtxes shail P uthorize d users — domestic 

rnlloStg^c^roIa^-d governmental. (U, 
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B The United States will pursue activities in space 
in support of its right of self-defense. (0> 


I- S “rted W St 1 ate°s n wSrcons?d« Y ve?r £ I^C 3 

wise limit testing “d deployment^^s^cifi^weapo^^ y 
SSSSLl* I“uX“ e fe OnitLstates -tU-W^ arms _ 

sts; sss^sas-i.'sstt.tssss L »> 


II. 


SPACE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM (O) 


The Space Transportation System ( STS ) ^and°related 
^i!!Ses! hU ^io!^^li|S shall* go writhe develop- 

„2St ^d operation of the STS: (u) 


_ whe> STS is a vital element of the United States 
A. The STS is the primary space launch system for 

botTunitecTstates "^^^^Iforde^th^dSgree ^solvability and 
security ' protection^required for a critical national space resource. 

(U) 


B. The first priority o£ the STS program is to make 
the system fully operational and cost-ef fectxve xn P 
routine access to space, lu; 


c. The united States is fully committed to maintaining 

world leadership in space The STS program 

sufficient to meet appropriate national needs. ^ ^ 

requires sustained commitments by all arrect^ to * devel 
and agencies. The Unite aeronautics and Space Administration 

isrsS ‘ 


D. United States ctpabluSes^f the 

fll^co^rSHraSfi^nVthe sLttle should 
occur S expeditiously as practical. (U) 
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E. NASA will assure the Shuttle's utility to the 
civil users. In coordination with NASA, the DoD will assure 
the Shuttle's utility to national defense and will integrate 
national security missions into the Shuttle system. Laun 
23SSS will be provided fpr^ational ^ecurit^mxssions^ 



25X1 


F Expendable launch vehicle operations shall be con- 
tinued by the United States Government until the capabilities 
of the STS are sufficient to meet its needs and obliga • 

Unique national security considerations may dictate developing 
special-purpose launch capabilities. (U) 


G. For the near-term, the STS will continue to be 
manaaed and operated in an institutional arrangement consistent 
with the current NASA/DoD Memoranda of Understanding. Responsi- 
bility will remain in NASA for operational control of the 
STS for civil missions and in the DoD for operational control 
of the STS for national security missions. 
is the responsibility of the mission agency. As the STS 
operations mature, options will be considered for P°s 
transition to a different institutional structure. (U) 


H. Major changes to STS rrogram capabilities will 
require Presidential approval. U) 


III. rTVTA SPACE PROGRAM (U) 


The United States shall conduct civil space programs to 
expand knowledge of the Earth, its environment ,thesolar 
system, and the universe? to develop and promote seiec 
civil applications of space technology; to preserve the 
United States leadership in critical aspects of space scie , 
applications, and technology? and to further United State 
domestic and foreign policy objectives. <*^£|** n * 

National Aeronautics and Space Act, the following policie 
shall govern the conduct of the civil space program. (U) 


a Science, Applicatio ns, and Technology : United States 
Government civil programs shall continuea oaxancedstraegy 
of research, development, operations, and exploration for 
Science? Applications, and technology. The key objectives 
of these programs are to: (U) 


(1) Preserve the United States preeminence in 
critical major space activities to enable continued exploita- 
tion and exploration of space. (U) 
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\ 

(2) Conduct research and experimentation to 
expand understanding of: (a) astrophysical phenomena and the 
origin and evolution of the universe, through long-term astro 
physical observation; (b) the Earth, its environment, and 

its dynamic relation with the Sun? (c) the origin and evolution 
of the solar system, through solar, planetary, and lunar 
sciences and exploration; and (d) the space environment and 
technology required to advance knowledge m the biological 
sciences. (D) 

(3) Continue to explore the requirements, operational 
concepts, and technology associated with permanent space 
facilities. (U) 

(4) Conduct appropriate research and experimentation 
in advanced technology find systems to provide a basis for 
future civil space applications. (U) 

B Private Sector Participation : The United States 
Government will provide a climate conducive to expanded 
private sector investment and involvement m civil space 
activities, with due regard to public safety and national 
security. Private sector space activities will be authorized 
and supervised or regulated by the government to the extent 
required by treaty and national security. (U) 

C. International Cooperation: United States cooperation 
in international civil space activities will: CU) 

(1) Support the public, nondiscriminatory direct 
readout of data from Federal civil systems to foreign ground 
stations and the provision of data to foreign users under 
specified conditions. (U) 

(2) Continue cooperation with other nations by 
conducting joint scientific and research programs that yield 
sufficient benefits to the United States in areas such as 
access to foreign scientific and technological expertise and 
access to foreign research and development facilities, an 
that serve other national goals. All Internationa P _ 
ventures must be consistent with United States technol gy- 
transfer policy. (C) 

D. Civil Operational Remote Sensing : Management of 
Federal civil operational remote sensing is the 

of the Department of Commerce. The Department of Commerce 
will: (a) aggregate Federal needs for civil operational remote 
sensing to be met by either the private sector or the Federal 
government ; (b) identify needed civil operational system 

research and development objectives; and (c) in ^ordination 
with other departments or agencies, provide for regulation 
of private-sector operational remote sensing systems. (U) 
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IV. MILITARY SPACE PROGRAM (U) 


The United States will conduct those activ j^ e ® .^ tarv 

tlltt program 6 4*^^ 

control, communications, navigation, envir battlefield 

warning, tactical i ntelll 9 e] ??®: t ^ g ^^ludinnn^ggressive 
surveillance, and force app lie supports these functions) . 

research and development program which supports une 

I„ addition, ?%£ 

iSiow^pSuliat^aU £vem Ihe conduct of the military 
space program: (S) 


* cnv-tH vabilitv. Survivability and endurance of 

space^sy s tems , inciu^ g all system e ^^ s ; n ” i “ n ^ i l“ SU 
commensurate with the planne f otheE assets 

to^erfor^th^mission^^^eficiencieshwill^be identified^and 

eliminated, and ““f^m^g'^^suryivability and endurance, 
undertaken to provide * 0 **-®*®^ I?, ^requirements will be 
Availability of systems to meet ^J^L a^hitecture employing 
achieved through a balanc ®^^ c ^d inco^orating appropriate 
fuML^ interoperability ^ ' redundancyT^and ^constitution 
features. (S) 


B. Anti- satellite (ASAT) Capability . _ The . StatSS 

will develop and deploy an ^i capability to^ac^i ^ 

operational system at the earlx ®^.?5 States ASAT capability 
primary military purposes of a United States ASAT^c 

are to deter threats to space limits imposed by international 

£ fe^L^d^ th? u^f spaS-Ssed systems 

]Zt provide support to hostile military forces. (S) 


C - J° r bflalgons-^i development USSStoS' integraSf 

saiicid... "““““"/s.srsfss' 

research and planning to ^ ^ , t counter adversary 

and deploy space weapo ? nal security conditions dictate. 

should^upport^technology^advances ^ a t will^lace^tiie 

United States in a f avorable strategic p 


25X1 


TOP SECRET 


TOP SECRET 

Approved For Release 2009/08/18 : CIA-RDP88B00838R00030051 0026-0 


cy__Z_of Li copies 

^ CtA 


1 11H tlLUlVM 

Approved For Release 2009/08/18 : CIA-RDP88B00838R00030051 0026-0 


TOP SECRET 


^4. «-f Militarv Operational Requirements. 

B. Support of Mxl3.ra.ry yp ■ ■ ■ , ■ gg^tsxi 3 ma 1" r 

Support of military ? p ®^^ lon ^ti 0 nal space intelligence 

space intelligence mission. ^National p ^ deployed military 

assets shall provide appr opr i; ate P]? eir mission 

operational forces in ba ^ n ®® a pr0 per balance between 
capabilities. In order to e^ure p these assets, there 
the national and tactical mi requirements, taskings, 

will be military involvement in tne g ^ in the develop- 
exploitation, and disseminatio Intelligence will, 

ment program, Director of “ttral Intellrg^^ i3 

together with the Secretary of Mfen^ £oreign intelligence 
rrora^ e -^oD inte?Ugence programs. (S> 


C. Interacti o n with the Secretary 

Director of Central Intel 0 a?fications or augmentations to 
of Defense, may propose modificatr t national foreign 

military space systems necessary to suppo 
intelligence needs. (TS) 
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This section contains guidance applicable to and binding 
upon the military, national foreign intelligence, and civil 
space programs. (S) 


A. The military, intelligence, and civil space sectors 
w iH be closely coordinated and will emphasize technology 
sharing within necessary security constraints. Technology 
transfer issues will be resolved within the framework of 
laws, directives, and executive orders. (S) 

B Civil Earth- imaging from space, at resolutions at 
or better than ten meters, will be permitted under controls 
and when such needs are justified and assessed in relation 
to civil benefits, national security, and foreign policy. (C) 
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C Civil remote sensing system constraints on spatial 

resolution, timeliness, spectral resolution, s ^ s ^“^Y? callv 
content, or other appropriate parameters will be periodically 
reviewed to determine when policy constraints should b 
revised, or imposed. (S) 


D. United States intelligence, military, and civil 
Federal agencies should foster maximum use of satellite 
imagery products, consistent with essential security require- 
menS^nd user n^eds. The Director of Central Intelligence 
will continue efforts to facilitate the availability 
imagery products outside of special control channels. (S) 


E. Terrestrially oriented Federal or private radio- 
frequency surveys from space are prohibited except through 
or in coordination with the Director of Central Intelligence 
under appropriate security controls. (TS) 


p Civil space systems identified as critical to 
national security may be modified at the expense ofthe 
requesting agency or department. These actions should 
provide a level of survivability commensurate with planned 
use and/or a capability to deny use by an enemy m time of 
national emergency declared by the President To the maximum 
extent possible, these systems, when modified, should retain 
their normal operational utility. The fact, or details, 
such measures shall be classified* (S) 


G The United States Government will maintain and 
coordinate separate national security and civil operational 
space systems when differing needs of the sectors dictate. (U) 


VII. IMPLEMENTATION (U) 


Normal interagency coordinating mechanisms will be 
employed to the maximum extent possible to implement 
policies enunciated in this directive. To provide a forum 
to all Federal agencies for their policy views, to review 
and advise on proposed changes to national space policy, and 
to provide for orderly and rapid referral of space P oli< =y 
issues to the President for decisions as necessary, a Se ™- or 
Interagency Group (SIG) on Space shall be established. The 
SIG ( Space) will be chaired by the Assistant to the President 
for Nattotkl Security Affairs and will include the Deputy or 
Under Secretary of State, Deputy or Under Secretary of 
Defense, Deputy or Under Secretary of Commerce, Directorof 
fentral Intelligence , Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff/ 
Director^ the 9 Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, and the 
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Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration. Representatives of the Office of Management and 
Budget and the Office of Science and Technology Policy will 
be included as observers. Other agencies or departments will 
participate based on the subjects to be addressed. (U) 
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